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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is a first Office Action Non-Final rejection on the merits. 
Claims 1 - 21 , as originally filed, are currently pending and have been considered 
below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1, 6, 7, 11, 16, 17, 20 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Loeb (6,014,641). 

As per claim 1, Loeb discloses, a method for operating a telematics unit within a 
mobile vehicle, the method comprising: 

receiving a request to initiate at least one telematics service (col. 2, lines 63 - 65; 
via receiving customer orders for open-ended subscriptions to the commodity items); 

determining if the at least one requested telematics service is associated with a 
special billing plan (col. 2, lines 66 - 67; via storing the received customer orders; 
receiving from suppliers subscription information for the commodity items) (col. 3, lines 
14 - 15; the order information including a billing period); and 

implementing the special billing plan responsive to the determination (col. 3, lines 
14 - 19; via including a billing period, periodically checking a billing status of the 
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renewable term subscription; and transmitting payment to a publisher for the renewable 
term subscription when the billing status indicates that the renewable term subscription 
requires renewal). 

As per claim 6, Loeb further discloses, comprising: 

implementing a standard billing plan when the determination is negative (col. 9, 
lines 7-10; via the billing process involves a series of steps through which the system 
determines whether any payment from customers is due and, if so, charges those 
payment amounts to customer credit cards). 

As per claim 7, Loeb further discloses, comprising: determining a transmission 
mode of the telematics unit (col. 3, lines 5-6; via transmitting the supplier orders to 
respective suppliers of the commodity items). 

As per claim 11, Loeb discloses, a computer readable medium for operating a 
telematics unit within a mobile vehicle, comprising: 

computer readable code for processing a request to initiate at least one 
telematics service (col. 2, lines 63 - 65; via receiving customer orders for open-ended 
subscriptions to the commodity items); 

computer readable code for determining if the at least one requested telematics 
service is associated with a special billing plan (col. 2, lines 66 - 67; via storing the 
received customer orders; receiving from suppliers subscription information for the 
commodity items) (col. 3, lines 14 - 15; the order information including a billing period); 
and 
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computer readable code for implementing the special billing plan responsive to 
the determination (col. 3, lines 14 - 19; via including a billing period, periodically 
checking a billing status of the renewable term subscription; and transmitting payment 
to a publisher for the renewable term subscription when the billing status indicates that 
the renewable term subscription requires renewal). 

As per claim 16, Loeb further discloses, further: 

computer readable code for implementing a standard billing plan when the 
determination is negative (col. 9, lines 7-10; via the billing process involves a series of 
steps through which the system determines whether any payment from customers is 
due and, if so, charges those payment amounts to customer credit cards). 

As per claim 17, Loeb further discloses, comprising: 

computer readable code for determining a transmission mode of the telematics 
unit (col. 3, lines 5-6; via transmitting the supplier orders to respective suppliers of the 
commodity items). 

As per claim 20, Loeb discloses, wherein the updated telematics service 
account value is selected from the group consisting of: a special time value and a 
special billing time value (col. 1 , lines 32 - 33; via to pay for and receive magazines for 
fixed periods of time, or terms). 

As per claim 21, Loeb discloses a system for operating a telematics unit within a 
mobile vehicle, the system comprising: 
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means for receiving a request to initiate at least one telematics service (col. 2, 
lines 63 - 65; via receiving customer orders for open-ended subscriptions to the 
commodity items); 

means for determining if the at least one requested telematics service is 
associated with a special billing plan (col. 2, lines 66 - 67; via storing the received 
customer orders; receiving from suppliers subscription information for the commodity 
items) (col. 3, lines 14 - 15; the order information including a billing period); and 

means for implementing the special billing plan responsive to the determination 
(col. 3, lines 14-19; via including a billing period, periodically checking a billing status 
of the renewable term subscription; and transmitting payment to a publisher for the 
renewable term subscription when the billing status indicates that the renewable term 
subscription requires renewal). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 
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1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

6. Claims 2, 8, 12, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Loeb (6,014,641) in view of Iwamura (6,144,946). 

As per claim 2, Loeb discloses all the elements of the claimed invention, but 
fails to explicitly disclose operating the telematics unit within the at least one requested 
telematics service. 

Iwamura teaches an accounting device, communicating apparatus, and 
communication system with the feature of operating the telematics unit within the at 
least one requested telematics service (col. 2, lines 1 1 - 12; via the information 
provider needs to carry out a request of a charge to the user or the like on the basis of 
the history). 

From this teaching of Iwamura, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the method and apparatus 
for providing open-ended subscriptions of Loeb to include the request of service taught 
by Iwamura in order to allow the information provider to grasp a use situation of his own 
providing information. 

As per claim 8, Loeb discloses all the elements of the claimed invention, but 
fails to explicitly disclose wherein the transmission mode is selected from the group 
consisting of: a data mode and a voice mode. 
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Iwamura teaches an accounting device, communicating apparatus, and 
communication system with the feature of, wherein the transmission mode is selected 
from the group consisting of: a data mode and a voice mode (col. 1 , lines 11 - 13; via 
such as motion image data, still image data, audio data, computer data, computer 
program, and the like is transmitted). 

From this teaching of Iwamura, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the method and apparatus 
for providing open-ended subscriptions of Loeb to include the voice and data modes 
taught by Iwamura in order to further facilitate the function of communication. 

As per claim 12, Loeb discloses all the elements of the claimed invention, but 
fails to explicitly disclose, computer readable code for operating the telematics unit 
within the at least one requested telematics service. 

Iwamura teaches an accounting device, communicating apparatus, and 
communication system with the feature of, computer readable code for operating the 
telematics unit (col. 31 , line 34; a memory medium storing computer-executable codes) 
within the at least one requested telematics service (col. 2, lines 11 - 12; via the 
information provider needs to carry out a request of a charge to the user or the like on 
the basis of the history). 

From this teaching of Iwamura, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the method and apparatus 
for providing open-ended subscriptions of Loeb to include the request of service taught 
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by Iwamura in order to allow the information provider to grasp a use situation of his own 
providing information. 

As per claim 18, Loeb discloses all the elements of the claimed invention, but 
fails to explicitly disclose wherein the transmission mode is selected from the group 
consisting of: a data mode and a voice mode. 

Iwamura teaches an accounting device, communicating apparatus, and 
communication system with the feature of, wherein the transmission mode is selected 
from the group consisting of: a data mode and a voice mode (col. 1 , lines 11 - 13; via 
such as motion image data, still image data, audio data, computer data, computer 
program, and the like is transmitted). 

From this teaching of Iwamura, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the method and apparatus 
for providing open-ended subscriptions of Loeb to include the voice and data modes 
taught by Iwamura in order to further facilitate the function of communication. 

7. Claims 3, 4, 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Loeb (6,014,641) in view of Himmelstein (6,993,511). 

As per claim 3, Loeb discloses, incrementing a special billing time value when 
the remaining time value is zero (col. 1 , lines 42 - 43; via they must renew their 
subscriptions before they expire). 

However, Loeb fails to explicitly disclose, wherein implementing the special 
billing plan responsive to the determination comprises: 
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determining if a remaining special time value of the special billing plan is not 
equal to zero and decrementing the remaining special time value when the remaining 
time value is not equal to zero. 

Himmelstein teaches an electronic bartering system with the feature of 
implementing the special billing plan responsive to the determination comprising: 

determining if a remaining special time value of the special billing plan is not 
equal to zero (col. 17, lines 19-22; via a display of the time remaining to complete the 
transaction appears in a " time remaining" display box 626. Should the time expire, the 
system 100 provides two options); 

decrementing the remaining special time value when the remaining time value is 
not equal to zero (col. 17, lines 23 - 24; via or lose transaction in "X" seconds, with 
seconds decrementing on screen). 

From this teaching of Himmelstein, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the method and apparatus 
for providing open-ended subscriptions to commodity of Loeb to include the 
implementing of the special billing plan responsive to the determination taught by 
Himmelstein in order to allow the customer to maintain service. 

As per claim 4, Loeb discloses, wherein the remaining time value is a 
predetermined time value (col. 1, lines 31 - 33; via magazine subscriptions involve 
consumers contracting with magazine publishers to pay for and receive magazines for 
fixed periods of time). 
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As per claim 13, Loeb discloses, computer readable code (col. 13, line 12; 
causing a computer to manage subscriptions) for incrementing a special billing time 
value when the remaining time value is zero (col. 1 , lines 42 - 43; via they must renew 
their subscriptions before they expire). 

However, Loeb fails to explicitly disclose, wherein implementing the special 
billing plan responsive to the determination comprises: 

computer readable code for determining if a remaining special time value of the 
special billing plan is not equal to zero and computer readable code for decrementing 
the remaining special time value when the remaining time value is not equal to zero. 

Himmelstein teaches an electronic bartering system with the feature of 
implementing the special billing plan responsive to the determination comprising: 

computer readable code (col. 1 , line 14; this invention relates to a computer- 
based website) for determining if a remaining special time value of the special billing 
plan is not equal to zero (col. 17, lines 19-22; via a display of the time remaining to 
complete the transaction appears in a " time remaining" display box 626. Should the 
time expire, the system 1 00 provides two options); 

computer readable code(col. 1 , line 14; this invention relates to a computer- 
based website) for decrementing the remaining special time value when the remaining 
time value is not equal to zero (col. 17, lines 23 - 24; via or lose transaction in "X" 
seconds, with seconds decrementing on screen). 

From this teaching of Himmelstein, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the method and apparatus 
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for providing open-ended subscriptions to commodity of Loeb to include the 
implementing of the special billing plan responsive to the determination taught by 
Himmelstein in order to allow the customer to maintain service. 

As per claim 14, Loeb discloses, wherein the remaining time value is a 
predetermined time value (col. 1 , lines 31 - 33; via magazine subscriptions involve 
consumers contracting with magazine publishers to pay for and receive magazines for 
fixed periods of time). 

8. Claims 5, 9, 10, 15, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Loeb (6,014,641) in view of Neely (6,044,362). 

As per claim 5, Loeb discloses all the elements of the claimed invention, but 
fails to explicitly disclose wherein requested telematics service is a promotional service. 

Neely teaches an electronic invoicing and payment system with the feature of, 
wherein requested telematics service is a promotional service (col. 1 , lines 49 - 51 ; via 
invoicer 10 may also include sales and promotional materials informing customer 20 of 
new products or sales on existing products). 

From this teaching of Neely, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the method and apparatus for 
providing open-ended subscriptions of Loeb to include the promotional service taught by 
Neely in order to encourage the provision of service. 
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As per claim 9, Loeb discloses all the elements of the claimed invention, but 
fails to explicitly disclose, sending an updated telematics service account value to a call 
center. 

Neely teaches an electronic invoicing and payment system with the feature of 
sending an updated telematics service account value to a call center (col. 2, lines 4-9; 
The customer could call into hear information about his invoice and signal changes to 
pre-existing arrangements, either through touch-tone entry or speech recognition. 
These changes are processed by the front end processor 1 15 and recorded in the data 
base just like remote-computer-based entries). 

From this teaching of Neely, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the method and apparatus for 
providing open-ended subscriptions of Loeb to include the sending of updated service to 
a call center taught by Neely in order to further organize service information. 

As per claim 10, Loeb discloses, wherein the updated telematics service 
account value is selected from the group consisting of: a special time value and a 
special billing time value (col. 1 , lines 32 - 33; via to pay for and receive magazines for 
fixed periods of time, or terms). 

As per claim 15, Loeb discloses all the elements of the claimed invention, but 
fails to explicitly disclose wherein requested telematics service is a promotional service. 

Neely teaches an electronic invoicing and payment system with the feature of, 
wherein requested telematics service is a promotional service (col. 1 , lines 49 - 51 ; via 
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invoicer 10 may also include sales and promotional materials informing customer 20 of 
new products or sales on existing products). 

From this teaching of Neely, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the method and apparatus for 
providing open-ended subscriptions of Loeb to include the promotional service taught by 
Neely in order to encourage the provision of service. 

As per claim 19, Loeb discloses all the elements of the claimed invention, but 
fails to explicitly disclose sending an updated telematics service account value to a call 
center. 

Neely teaches an electronic invoicing and payment system with the feature of 
sending an updated telematics service account value to a call center (col. 2, lines 4-9; 
The customer could call into hear information about his invoice and signal changes to 
pre-existing arrangements, either through touch-tone entry or speech recognition. 
These changes are processed by the front end processor 1 15 and recorded in the data 
base just like remote-computer-based entries). 

From this teaching of Neely, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the method and apparatus for 
providing open-ended subscriptions of Loeb to include the sending of updated service to 
a call center taught by Neely in order to further organize service information. 



Application/Control Number: 10/736,491 
Art Unit: 4127 



Page 14 



Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Kutaragi (2002/0,035,526), which discloses a method and system 
for managing fees of contents, computer program and recording medium, Matsumoto 
(2003/0,187,760), which discloses a content billing method, and content billing system 
and content billing apparatus using the content billing method, Gell (5,802,502), which 
discloses a system for selective communication connection based on transaction pricing 
signals, Libman (5,987,434), which discloses an apparatus and method for transacting 
marketing and sales of financial products, Muratani (6,119,109), which discloses an 
information distribution system and billing system used for the information distribution 
system, Logan (6,493,680), which discloses a method and apparatus for processing 
billing transactions, Landry (6,996,542), which discloses a system and method for 
paying bills and other obligations including selective payor and payee controls and Sako 
(7,062,467), which discloses an information distributing method and system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Oluseye Iwarere whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
51 12. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday 7:30am to 5 
(EDT). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynda Jasmin can be reached on (571) 272-3033. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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/Lynda Jasmin/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4127 



